
 

 
 

 
You might be wondering why our group ended up performing 1649 commands on OpenRefine. Well, the 
first reason would be our process of ‘trial & error’, as we slowly tried to figure out the correct formulas and 
commands to transform a list of URLs into a block of incomprehensible text and finally into neatly 
organized columns of information. 
 The second reason is because of the mistakes we had to clean up in the organized data. For example, 
we had to change a large amount of strange symbols which had found their way into the titles of several 
anime. An example would be the anime “​Lucky☆Star”, where OpenRefine was not able to reproduce the 
star symbol correctly, and it ended up with “Luckyâ˜†Star”. There were over 50 anime titles we ended up 
changing manually. After hours (9, to be specific) we finally had a clean, organized collection of anime 
titles, viewer status and scores, etc., which allowed us to create graphs on Tableau Public for easy 
access to the viewer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
We started off by copying each URL to the Clipboard to create our project, ending up with one 
column of 22 rows, each containing the link to a MAL user’s Anime List. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next step was to fetch the URLs, which we simply did by creating a new column called 
“fetch” using the ‘fetch’ function OpenRefine provides. This gave us a very extensive list of 
information per URL, including (for us) unnecessary information like CSS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

We managed to remove all useless information by parsing the necessary information with the 
RegEx ​value.parseHtml().select(“table”)​, resulting in this massive block of text containing the 
information we would then split up in several columns. To clean up the ‘&quot;”, we used the 
RegEx ​value.unescape(‘html’)​. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, we created new columns by splitting the column containing the block of text into several 
columns with the separator ‘​,​’. At last, we had a clear and structured table which was very easy 
to work with. After a lot of cleaning up, we were certain that all the information present was 
correct and legible and ready to create graphs with. 

 


